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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE 
WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 10th OCTOBER, 2017 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,  

                                         CITY HALL, WATERFORD  
   

 
 
PRESENT           

 
       Cllr. Pat Nugent, Mayor  Cllr. Jason Murphy 

 Cllr. Liam Brazil Cllr. Ray Murphy   
       Cllr. Breda Brennan   Cllr John O’Leary 
       Cllr John Carey Cllr Laurence O’Neill 

 Cllr John Cummins Cllr. Michael J O’Ryan 
 Cllr. Tom Cronin Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan 
 Cllr. Davy Daniels Cllr. Seanie Power 
 Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald  Cllr. John Pratt 
 Cllr. Damien Geoghegan Cllr. Eamon Quinlan 
 Cllr Jim Griffin Cllr. Seán Reinhardt 
 Cllr. Blaise Hannigan Cllr. Mary Roche 
 Cllr. John Hearne Cllr. James Tobin 
 Cllr. Eddie Mulligan Cllr Siobhan Whelan 
 Cllr Adam Wyse 

 
 
 
 
APOLOGIES   
 
Cllr D. Clune, Cllr J. Kelly, Cllr J. Conway, Cllr S O’Donnell, Cllr D. Doocey,   
    
 
 
VOTES OF SYMPATHY 
 
Maura Fitzgerald, mother of Cllr Pat Fitzgerald              
Liam Cosgrave, former Taoiseach 
  
 
        
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE           
 
Mr. M. Walsh, Chief Executive 
Mr. L. Power Director of Services, Economic Development & Planning 
Mr. I. Grimes, Director of Services, Housing, Community & Emergency Services 
Mr. M. Quinn, Director of Services, Corporate, Culture, HR & IS 
Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance 
Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Services, Roads, Water & Environment 
Mr. E. Ruane, Meetings Administrator 
Ms. H. Dunphy, Administrative Officer 
Ms. S. Walsh, Senior Staff Officer 
 

Item No. 
1 
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The meeting was preceeded at 4.00pm by a workshop on Housing facilitated by I Grimes, DOS. 
  
Before the Council meeting commenced the Mayor proposed that the following amendments be made to 
the Agenda, agreed by all. 
 
Move item No. 7 after item No.3, and item No.11 after item No. 4.   
  
 
  
1. Confirmation of Minutes 

 
(a) Plenary Meeting held on 14th September, 2017 proposed by Cllr O’Neill, seconded by Cllr         

Carey and agreed. 
 
 

(b) LPT Meeting held on 26th September, 2017  proposed by Cllr  Geoghegan seconded by Cllr    
Power and agreed 

 
 
 
 
2. Matters Arising 

  
  
Cllr Daniels asked how much was the contribution from households for LPT in current year. 
J Murphy, HOF replied that €9.2m was collected. 
Cllr Daniels asked what Waterford received from the Local Government Fund. 
J Murphy, HOF replied that the Council received €18.9m. 
Cllr Daniels said that the funding was unacceptable.  Cllr Mulligan asked if a response was received from 
the Department re the Council using the same model as the Dublin HAP scheme, what are the costings 
for the Greenway and the funding of the extension of same.  Cllr O’Neill asked for an update on Traffic 
Management for the Applemarket. 
I Grimes, DOS said that a circular was due to be issued re HAP. 
F. Galvin, DOS said that the Council is carrying out traffic surveys on the Applemarket and looking at 
options  
L. Power, DOS said that the Council is currently looking at the Greenway connectivity and is seeking 
funding for same. 
Cllr Roche asked if the letter regarding 24/7 cardiac care was sent to the Minister for Health and what 
was the cost and the commitment from the Government re the Greenway. 
CE said that the Council did not get the expected funding from the Government for the Greenway. 
E Ruane, SEO will follow up on the letter to the Minister for Health re the 24/7 cardiac care issue and the 
Mayor also confirmed the letter will be issued 
Cllr O’Ryan asked about the letter that was to be sent to the Minister about decentralisation.  
E Ruane, SEO said he will follow up on this  
Cllr J. Murphy enquired as to the amount the Council paid out to HAP landlords. 
I.Grimes, DOS said that €10.9m has been paid out since the scheme started. 
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3. Planning 

 
 
Planning lists as circulated were noted. 
  
 
7.   North Quays Draft SDZ Planning Scheme-Commencement of Process 
   
 
L Power, DOS gave a brief outline of the process, paid tribute to the staff involved, and said only some 
minor changes will be in the final document.  He is seeking resolution of the Council to commence the 
public process. 
 
Proposed by Cllr Cummins seconded by Cllr Carey, subject to minor changes, agreed by all. 
 
The Councillors commended the Council’s forward planning team and staff who produced this document.  
 
 
4. Land Disposals 
   
   
Proposed by Cllr Roche seconded by Cllr Mulligan and agreed. 
 
 
 
11. CPG Recommendation re. Management Report 
 
 
A recommendation by the CPG that each Councillor can grant his/her speaking time to another Councillor 
to ask questions on the Management Report, with the overall time limit of 50 minutes to remain, was put 
to the Council. 
 
Cllr Tobin proposed an amendment that a Councillor can only take one other Councillor’s time and the 
change should go on trial for one year. 
 
Cllr Tobin proposed the amendment, seconded by Cllr Roche.  
 
The amendment was put to the meeting and on a show of hands all present agreed with only Cllr Daniels  
dissenting.  The amendment was carried. 
    
 
 
5. Monthly Management Report 
 
Cllr O’Ryan said that the unsuccessful applications received for the Local Improvement Scheme should 
be held over to next year.  He also asked for an update on Wind turbines, and why the lining of roads 
don’t have a break in openings to driveways. Cllr Wyse commented on the number of vacant factories on 
the Industrial Estate and asked can the Council intervene and will the vacant site levy have any affect on 
it. Cllr Cummins looked for update on the oral hearing for the CPO on North Quays, and also requested 
an update on housing infrastructure funds and when will work commence on Kilbarry/Gracedieu, also he 
welcomed the Town & Village Scheme allocation. 
  
F. Galvin, DOS said that the unsuccessful applications under LIS will be prioritised for next year.  With 
regard to road linings there is no legal issue crossing an unbroken white line to turn into a private house. 
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CE said with regard to the Wind Turbines he will report to the Council in writing, in the next few days, 
however he won’t advertise re a planning variation as guidelines will be in place early in the New Year 
and these will supercede any variation.  
L. Power, DOS said that the Council encourages the IDA to occupy vacant units and the objective is to 
have them leased again but some require major investment to get them up the required standard.  With 
regard to the oral hearing, the CPOs have been served, and there are a number of objectors and the 
Bord Pleanala hearing is on October 24th where the case will be made to the Inspector. Waterford was 
one of 12 authorities approved under the Housing Infrastructure Fund with Gracedieu/Kilbarry being 
approved, also 9 projects submitted under the Town & Village Scheme were approved. 
Cllr Roche asked for an update on Mount Congreve and will there be access for the winter, will the urban 
renewal works at Arundel Square stop over Christmas and commented on the flood relief at the 
footbridge over the Waterside and looked for an update on the Mens’ Hostel in Lady Lane.  She also 
congratulated Council staff on the night of culture in the city and on the unveiling of the Brian Flynn 
portrait.  Cllr Daniel asked for a clamping update. Cllr Hearne said that the purchase of 63 vans is a 
matter of public interest and is this resolved yet. 
L Power, DOS said that the works in Arundel Square should cease for Christmas but he will clarify and 
revert. The objective for the Mens’ Hostel is to restore the building, however the use has not been 
identified yet. 
F. Galvin, DOS said with regard to the flood relief at Waterside the pedestrian barrier can be manually 
lifted, meanwhile a new more suitable unit, is being produced.    He said the clamping policy is only for 
repeat offenders and serial non-payers, also the Fleet Tender procurement process was just completed 
and letters of intent sent to the successful contractor and unsuccessful tenderers.  He is expecting to sign 
off on this in day or two. 
I. Grimes, DOS said that the agreement between Mount Congreve and the Council has not been signed 
off yet but he will look at keeping the gardens open in the winter. 
Cllr Quinlan asked for an update on inner city street development, and with regard to anti-social 
behaviour of tenants asked if the Council has the power to remove them. Cllr Mulligan asked for an 
update on the inspection of Council housing stock, the Slievekeale Road housing scheme and a 
comparision between commencement notices for last year versus this year.  Cllr Tobin asked where do  
farmers apply for licence to dispose of tyres under the new regulations. 
L Power, DOS said that an update of city streets will be finalised and will be put in the management report 
when ready. 
I. Grimes, DOS said that the Council has powers under the Housing Acts to deal with anti-social 
behaviour and can recover possession of the house, however detailed evidence is needed.  Inspection of 
our own houses will be included in the monthly management report. With regard to the PPP in 
Slievekeale there is an issue with commencing of same as the Department want a number of schemes 
nationally to commence together.  Comparison commencement details will be included in future reports. 
F. Galvin, DOS said REPAK is the approved body for tyres and he will get contact details for Cllr Tobin. 
Cllr Fitzgerald asked if a road can be improved under LIS in the interim not to wait until next year scheme, 
also he wanted a breakdown of spend on the North Quays. Cllr Pratt asked about the number of 
applications received under the Town & Village renewal scheme as one town got an allocation 2 years in 
a row. He said numerous district issues are being brought up at Plenary except for Dungarvan/Lismore 
area.   
L. Power, DOS said that the money spent on the North Quays was for demolition works, consultants, etc 
and that costs will be recouped in the deal with AL HOKAIR.  The Town & Village renewal scheme 
applications are sent to Dublin and 16 applications from communities applied to the Council and the 
award criteria was the same as  Dublin was used. 
Cllr J. Murphy asked if anything can be done with the Landlords refusing to engage in the HAP scheme 
can the Council force engagement, also can people be encouraged to use the second river crossing, 
more signage etc. Cllr O’Neill asked can the Council write to the IDA about vacant units on the Industrial 
Estate, also an update on CBL and is the Council encouraging the move from shared ownership loans to 
annuity loans. 
I.Grimes, DOS said that the Council cannot compel Landlords to accept HAP.  He said CBL is working as 
the refusal rate has gone from 40% to 20% more properties will be put on CBL over the coming years as 
required by the Department.   
J. Murphy, HOF said the Council is encouraging people to come in to discuss the move from shared 
ownership mortgages to annuity mortgages. 
L. Power, DOS said the Council is encouraging the IDA to attract more factories in. 
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F. Galvin, DOS will revert re question on the by-pass after he talks to the TII and the operators. 
Cllr Brazil asked for an update on the derelict property in Leamybrien and could it be converted to a 
Hostel, especially with the Greenway, and tourists seeking accommodation. 
I.Grimes, DOS said the Council looking at this property however budget issues and resources prevent it 
from doing anything at present.  
 
 
 
6. Finance-Renewal/Increase of Bank Overdraft Facility for period to 31st December 2018 
 
J Murphy HOF explained the need for renewal of the overdraft facility and requested an increase from 
€13m -€20m. 
 
Cllr Mulligan said this was a huge increase in overdraft and asked will this decrease after 2018, 
J Murphy, HOF said this will be re-assessed later next year. 
Cllr Cummins asked how much is it for servicing the overdraft. 
J. Murphy, HOF replied that it was €70k -€80k 
    
It was proposed by Cllr Tobin, seconded by Cllr Cronin and unanimously agreed that “Overdraft facilities 
in the sum of €20,000,000 for the period ended 31st December, 2018 be approved”. 
 
 
 
8. Direction in the Control of Cranes, Hoists and MEWP’s-for public consultation   
 
  
 Proposed Cllr Fitzgerald, seconded Cllr Mulligan and agreed. 
 

 
9.Casual Trading on National Roads – Policy for Adoption 

 
F. Galvin, DOS introduced this item which is to regularise and make safe casual trading on main national 
roads only, the restrictions to apply for safety reasons.  
Cllr Mulligan welcomes the policy but asked could a draft be sent to the Economic SPC and then revert  
back to the Council. 
L Power, DOS said that this policy is for Roads, not Economic Development. 
  
Proposed by Cllr Cummins, seconded by Cllr Reinhardt  
 
Cllr Tobin asked for a show of hands in favour of the policy 
  
8 voted in favour 12 voted against, accordingly policy not agreed. 
 
 
 
10.  Special Speed Limit Bye-laws 2017 – for Re-adoption 
 
F.Galvin, DOS introduced this item.   
Cllr O’Leary asked could the bye-laws be changed at Adamstown/Kilmeaden/Doonen Road. Cllr 
Cummins also got representations for the same area and he proposed adoption of bye-laws with one 
amendment to the road in Kilmeaden i.e. no change to speed limit so it will remain at 80km. 
F. Galvin, DOS said that any changes have to go back to the public consultation process. 
Re-adoption of bye-laws with a review on the Adamstown/Kilmeaden/Doonen Road limit was 
proposed by Cllr O’Ryan, seconded by Cllr Cummins and agreed. 
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 12. JPC Replacement for Cllr. S Whelan 
 
Cllr Brennan proposed Cllr Hearne, seconded by Cllr Griffin no other nominations therefore Cllr Hearne 
deemed elected. 
  
  
 
13. Correspondence 
 

 
 
The Training and Conferences and Receptions included in correspondence as circulated were proposed 
by Cllr Quinlan, seconded by Cllr Mulligan and agreed 

 
 
 

14. Notice of Motion 
 

 
 
None 
 
 
15.  AOB 
 
  
M. Quinn, DOS, said that the draft plan for the Cultural Quarter is for review, opinions, input and 
contributions and will be on display at the Granary from 18th October, 2017 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:_____________________  Dated:_____________ 
 Mayor  
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